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The director address suppression process 
12. The Corporations Act provides for the substitution of an alternative address to the 

residential address (s205D (2) of the Corporations Act) in circumstances where: a) the 
person is a silent electors on the Australian Electoral Commission or b) their name is not 
on an electoral roll and ASIC determines their personal safety, or the personal safety of 
members of their family is at risk.  Our understanding from engagement with the AEC in 
late 2024 is becoming a silent elector is not a significant impediment.  
 

13. Just over 4k individuals with a suppressed residential address across ~20k companies 
(~3.5 million total companies registered) on the ASIC company register. Of these, the 
majority (93%) are proprietary companies, the remainder (~1500) are public companies 
(half of which related to public companies limited by guarantee – charities, 
incorporated community organisations). 
 

14. ASIC has invested in supporting requests for address suppression and operates a low 
friction, pragmatic and fast process under the current legislative framework and has 
made this clear on its website. 
 
17.1 Applications have increased 50% from 525 in 2024 to 788 in 2025. 

17.2 We have established electronic and phone processes to minimise burden and 
support accessibility and timeliness. 

17.3 Average time for actioning requests has gone from 8 business days to 1 business 
day. 

17.4 Time to remove public access to underlying documents on an interim basis 
pending redaction has moved from multiple weeks to 1 business day.  

17.5 Redacting is manual and time consuming.  Where we receive a request for public 
access, we prioritise redaction.  As noted above, ASIC does not have an express 
power to redact the documents and relies on its incidental powers where doing so 
“is necessary for or in connection with, or reasonably incidental to, the 
performance of its functions” under the Corporations Act (s11(4) of the ASIC Act) 
(e.g. in circumstances where we are considering an application by a person for a 
suppressed residential address under s 205D). 

17.6 We act urgently on an interim basis where risk of harm or circumstances 
heightened as reflected over new year instances. 
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